THE founding of the Carnegie Institution of Washington was of peculiar significance as an influence turning attention toward advancement of knowledge, as contrasted with its restatement or transmission.
The establishing of an agency for this specific purpose did not indicate that such activities were considered either more or less important than educational work. It presented rather a coordinate or supplementary program, which would naturally gear itself closely to that of institutions designed initially for the work of education, or for other special applications of knowledge.
A group of the principal departments originated in 1904. Among them were Terrestrial Magnetism, Mount Wilson Observatory and Experimental Evolution. The last of these formed the basis for development of the present department of genetics. In the history of the institution many types of organization have been used, and there have been numerous changes in statement of program. So the contribution of Mrs.
